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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is 

December 17, 2001. The time is 12:18, and this is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the safety 

battalion of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. 

I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter 

ist Grade William Casey from Engine 21. 

The interview is taking place in the quarters 

of Engine 21. 

Q. William, just tell us the events as you 
remember them on September 11. 

A. All right. We were in quarters when we saw 
it on the television with the plane, and I believe it 
was Tower 1, the first one that got hit. 

Our captain came down the stairs. He let us 
know to start getting the bottles ready, stuff ready. 
He assumed that we were going to be going shortly. 

He came down. I think we went on fifth 
alarm. I forget what the assignment was. So we loaded 
up the rig. As we were heading out of quarters, we 
actually saw on the television the second plane hit 
Tower 2, so we headed down. 

Sid Parris was our chauffeur. We went down 


Second Avenue. I believe we were parked -- I think it 
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was the corner of Vesey and -- I'm not really sure 
which corner, but anyway we came around. When we 
pulled up, of course, you could see the smoke, see a 
lot of stuff going on. 

We walked into Tower 1, the north tower, and 
hung out in the lobby waiting for instructions on what 
to do. At that point, it was a lot of chaos. You were 
hearing jumpers. You were hearing different things 
going on. You saw different companies. We weren't 
told what to do really. 

So then we got our instructions, and we 
followed the captain by an elevator, one of the 
elevator banks. Somebody told us there was somebody 
trapped in the elevator, so we opened up the doors. We 
had the rabbit tools, so we just pried it open a little 
bit, and then we pulled it open ourselves, and there 
was a lady in there, and we got her out. 

We then went to another embankment, because 
we were with -- I believe the company -- I believe it 
was 13 truck. I'm not really sure at that time. We 
were going to go up the stairs, but we ended up -- 
there is an elevator would go up to the 24th Floor, 
which is what we took. 


Then we started to proceed up, and I don't 
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know what the stairwell number was, stairwell letter, 
to the 27th Floor. 

At that point, there were different companies 
up there, different people up there. At that point, as 
soon as we got up there, we all hit the ground, because 
the building started shaking. We didn't know what that 
was. We assumed it was some floors above that had 
collapsed. We weren't really told what it was. We 
found out, obviously, that it was Tower 2 that 
collapsed. 

At that point, I believe it was a chief -- I 
wasn't sure where he was from. He came down from 
somewhere. He came from one of the areas on the 27th 
Floor, and he told us to just get off this floor. So 
we were told to get off the floor. 

We started to proceed down the same stairwell 
that we came up, and with that, our control guy was 
talking to the captain, because he didn't follow us. 

He wasn't coming with us right away. So he told him, 
"Yeah, yeah. Keep going down, I'll catch up with 
you," and stuff like that, because he just wanted to 
make sure everybody was off the floor. 

With that, I proceeded back up. It was on 


the 24th floor. I proceeded back up, because I said 
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I'll go hang out with -- you know, I'll stay with the 
captain, and this way if he needs a hand with 
something. 

On my way back up, I came across a civilian 
on the 26th Floor, and he was struggling, so I was 
caught in between. I didn't want to leave him there. 
He was by himself. There was nobody there in the 
stairwell at that time, and so I had to help him. He 
was not making it. He was falling down the stairs. So 
I put him on my shoulder, and I proceeded down with 
him. 

At the 19th Floor, I came across 13 truck, 
which I made sure the captain relayed to my boss where 
I was, so everybody knew what was going on, because now 
I was away from -- I didn't have a radio. I was the 
nozzle man. He gave me one of his guys to help me, 
because we didn't -- I wasn't going to get this guy out 
of the building by myself. 

So with that, we proceeded down the stairs, 
and it was not chaos. It was not -- I didn't hear 
anything with his radio, not like anything happened. 
Still not hearing, not knowing that the other building 
collapsed, and we just proceeded down. The guy -- we 


had to help him. He was dragging his feet. He really 
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couldn't do anything. Every time he wanted to stop, we 
just kind of lifted him up in the air. We didn't 

stop. That was the one thing we didn't do, but it was 
not like it was people running over us or -- it was 
calm. 

When we got to the lobby finally, there was a 
lot of ash and stuff on the ground, which I just 
assumed was part of the plane now, stuff. It must have 
been the other building collapsed, and part of it went 
in there, but still not aware of it. 

Of course, like I said, in the lobby, I saw 
people that I knew, firemen. Nobody really was rushing 
out, because there were still civilians. So with that, 
I asked somebody from 2 truck did he see any of my 
guys. He said, "Yeah, they just walked out." 

So then I knew that the guys were out of the 
building, and so I was going to -- we were going to go 
out with this guy, and we had to run out, because we 
were afraid -- like I said, there were people jumping, 
and so we ran out a little with him, but couldn't 
really run. We were dragging him. 

Once we got across the street, I believe we 
went a little bit north. 


Q. This was on West Street? 
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A. West Street. Well, we crossed over West 
Street. I don't know the street that we crossed over 
to, but we went up a little north of the trade center, 
so we never looked behind us, really never knew that 
Tower 2, which is really now south of you, I guess, not 
knowing that that's actually collapsed, still not 
knowing. 

We got across -- like I said, I guess we 
crossed West Street. I don't know the little side 
street here, and we came to an ambulance, and we 
started -- they didn't have a key to it. We started 
getting ready to get this guy into the ambulance, and 
with that, you heard this -- it was almost like a roar, 
and it was like a rumbling, and I turned back. 

I kind of froze, because when I turned back, 
I started seeing the building starting to come down, 
and when I turned back around, there was nobody -- 
there was nobody there, so I kind of just dove up 
against a fence. It was like a parking garage, an open 
parking space. 

So I just put my face piece on, ducked my 
head, and it was frightening. It was very -- I thought 
that was it. Stuff was going over. It stayed dark. 


It felt like an eternity. I'm sure it wasn't, but it 
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just felt long. 

At first I couldn't get my face piece on, 
like I said, so I was choking on the rubble and stuff, 
and I got it on ina lit bit of a daze. I didn't know 
where I was really at first, and started to go west, I 
guess, but then once you get your bearings now you want 
to turn back around because, of course, we had that 
guy, and I still didn't know where the guy that helped 
me with 13 truck. 

When I started heading back, there was this 
chief -- you know, he didn't have his -- I think his 
helmet got knocked off, and he had like a -- looked a 
broken arm or something, and his face was bloody, so I 
wanted to help him now. So we just started walking him 
to an ambulance, because it was further west. 

Now, when you wanted to head back, there were 
a few chiefs coming towards anybody that was going back 
that way. We had to regroup. It was sort of like we 
have to go around and you can't go back that way. So 
now I don't know what happened to the guy I was with, 
you Know, the guy from 13 truck or the guy we helped 
out, but they were saying, "You can't go this way." 

I guess they were still worried about 


collapse. You couldn't really tell what just happened, 
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so we walked around -- it was like a -- walked all the 
way west and then came back up. I don't know which 
street we came back up, but we ended back up on West 
Street, north, of course, of the towers. 

Q. You walked around by the water? 

A. Yeah. All right? Walk around by the water 
and then walked back. It's almost like I walked around 
that parking lot that was on the other side now. Cars 
were blowing up. I guess stuff hit it, and they 
started -- you know, it was pretty weird. 

I don't know the time interval now, and now I 
came across the control guy from 21 engine, so 
because -- he didn't know where -- so it was kind of 
like we had to see each other. He was asking where the 
captain was. I didn't know if the captain was behind 
me or not. You didn't know, like I said, at the time I 
didn't know where anybody was then, if they followed us 
behind. 

I would have to assume that -- you know, I 
didn't feel good about it, because I didn't assume -- I 
knew I wasn't out of the building that long, so they 
would have been out -- it wouldn't have been that much 
time for them to get out, anybody that was behind me. 


So then it was just a waiting game then. Now 
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everybody was -- because he didn't know still where a 
couple of our other guys -- because they were running 


from if building, too, and they just got out, but they 
were in a different direction, but then it was just -- 
we were there the whole -- you know, till late, 
sometime at night, but it was basically any time that 
we wanted to try to get in, it was just -- became so 
many people were there now that they weren't really 
letting us get in or other crews were already in, and 
it was just basically a waiting game on West Street, 
and somewhere. I forget where else we were. 

And then after a certain time, we headed 
back. During the time I said we were hoping to hear. 
We were hearing so many conflicting stories. We 
thought maybe our captain was out. We found out he was 
the only one, of course, that didn't get out, and like 
I said, the rest of the time, I barely remember what 
happened. It was kind of like I was in a fog at that 
time, but that's basically the gist of my story. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay, William. 

Thanks a lot for your information. 
The time now is 12:29, and this concludes the 


interview. 


